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Do you have a plan to keep residential, commerecial, institutional and
municipal entities accountable for their stormwater runoff by reducing
impermeable surfaces and implementing green infrastructure?

Yes

You can read all about it here.

Yes

Yes

I will continue requiring the use of permeable surfaces and green
infrastructure. We also need to continue planting trees around the City both
to reduce the heat island effect and to improve our ability to absorb
stormwater runoff.
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INFRASTRUCTURE

Given that the current state of gray infrastructure has proven insufficient in
mitigating flood risk in New Orleans, do you support instituting a stormwater fee to
finance drainage improvements such as incentivizing and implementing green
infrastructure practices?

Yes

I would only support a stormwater fee as long as it is put to a vote of the
people of the City of New Orleans. I would not support a drainage fee that
isn't put before the public or doesn't have a transparent accounting of how
the money is spent to bolster green drainage/retention infrastructure.

Yes

Yes

In theory, I am in favor of this. It is hard to go with a yes or no. However, we
are overburdening our low income population already and adding a
stormwater fee on top of that could be too much. We have to incentivize
drainage improvements on properties.

Do you support the removal of the Claiborne Expressway?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes, I wrote a grant my first term to study this issue which was matched by
HUD. We have to listen to the residents of the Treme community and other
neighborhoods whose lives were so dramatically disrupted when the
Claiborne Expressway was originally installed. Homes and businesses were
uprooted, and residents have had to rebuild their community around the
presence of the Expressway.

Do you have a plan to ensure that New Orleans meets its goals to cut carbon
emissions by 50% by 2030, and Net-Zero Carbon emissions by 2050?

Yes

We need to be net zero by 2030.

Yes

My campaign has identified three key initiatives to achieve these carbon
goals. 1) We must hold Entergy accountable to the RCPS and accelerate that
timeline. 2) We must improve transportation options, including electrified
public transit. 3) We must decarbonize the local economy through a "Green
New Orleans Deal." Developing a more detailed plan should be a top
priority for the next City Council.

Yes

My plan would include retrofitting our city buildings to make them energy efficient, shifting
to electric city vehicles, ensuring complete streets across the city, and increasing our tree
inventory. I've already gotten to work on this. I advocated strongly for electric city buses. I
voted against the tax exemption for the Folgers project. I opposed the Formosa Plastics plant.
I fostered a CEA to do a tree canopy study so we would know where to start on increasing our
tree inventory. I also co-authored the Resolution for Clean Air, fighting back against the
Blackwater plant’s toxic fumes. We have to invest in the fight against the climate crisis and
my record proves that 'm the candidate to do just that.

NEIGHBORHOODS

Do you currently own or have you ever owned or operated a short term rental
property?

No

No

Do you have a plan to ensure that Short-Term Rental regulations and their
enforcement are adequate to protect the residential character of neighborhoods in
your district?

Yes

You can also read all about that here.

Yes

Short term rentals, without a doubt, are raising rents throughout the city and creating
artificial housing shortages. As such, there are too many STRs in the City of New Orleans if
there are any at all. Housing is a right, much like other essential services such as water, food,
internet, transit, and electricity, and the commodification of housing is as unethical as the
commodification of water. An outright blanket ban on short term rentals might be desirable,
but legally speaking that would appear to be beyond the jurisdiction of the New Orleans City
Council, and would need to be addressed through the legislature. I support permitting STRs
only for properties with a homestead exemption.

Yes

Yes. I wrote the STR ordinance and that legislation has been used around
the country as a model for regulating STRs in American cities. The City is
greatly lacking in enforcement of that ordinance. I have worked to ensure
the office over enforcement has the resources it needs to do its job. I have
also involved the OIG to make sure we are collecting fines and fees to fund
further enforcement and the NHIF fund. Illegal STRs have no place in our
neighborhoods.

Do you have a plan to address the affordable housing crisis?

Yes

Again, here! (It's at the end)

Yes

We need to streamline the process by which properties are declared blighted and make it
easier for residents (especially people with lower incomes) to purchase properties and to
obtain loans (and thus increase family wealth). Any new construction needs to be done
according to best “climate-friendly” practices: local materials sourcing, low-carbon
concrete, energy efficiency, no natural gas lines, all electric appliances, solar panels,
battery storage, etc. In addition, we need to train our young people in these trades.

Yes

We need to increase housing production. Lack of housing availability leads to unaffordability
which can ultimately lead to homelessness. We can do this through aggressively addressing
blight. Fines (I have worked with the state legislature to increase fines) and increasing staffing at
Code Enforcement, Safety and Permits, and City Planning Commission is necessary. We also need
streamlining and investment in the expropriation process. We have to incentivize the
development of more units. I have initiated the CPC to start the process of incentivizing
developments of 1 to 9 units. This will allow for more small scale developments which would fit
better in historic fabric as well as encouraging entry level into the marketplace of small minority
developers. I have started the process of CPC to redo zoning to incentivize small lots for
redevelopment and redo the Resubdivision process...

Do you support moving City Hall to Armstrong Park?

No

No. I have been very clear on this. The people of Treme do not want City Hall in Armstrong Park
and that is who should be leading this issue; the people. I will not engage in the top-down
approach that has been so prevalent when we talk about a new City Hall. I believe we need a
Municipal Buildings Commission that reviews all publicly owned property to decide what is the
highest and best use. These properties and the redevelopment and or sale of them could be used
to offset costs for a new and/or renovated city hall. For the redevelopment of Municipal
Auditorium, we have ample resources that we are sitting on, which are time limited and require
community outreach. Ideas that have come from residents, most importantly of Treme, include a
cultural center, which could include an African-American museum and performance space

Do you know which RTA Route(s) serve(s) your neighborhood?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Have you ever ridden a bike to work or to a meeting?

Yes

Yes

I have been a bicycle commuter in New Orleans for 21 years — and counting!

Yes

Would you allow your children to ride a bike and/or take public transit to school?

Yes

Yes

I took my daughter to school on the bike for her entire school career until this
year. Now she is riding the bus.

Yes

Do you support the Complete Streets ordinance and the completion of comprehensive,
protected cycling routes throughout the city?

Yes

Yes

I have been an enthusiastic supporter of Complete Streets for the last
decade. I know from firsthand experience that New Orleans can be a great
place to bike around. But at the same time, I recognize we don’t do well by
our bike riders and pedestrians. The situation has improved since 2005 but
we have a long way to go. I helped the community-driven effort that led to
construction of the Lafitte Greenway. The city’s first greenway should not be
its last. We need a network of greenways.

Yes

Yes, I wrote the Complete Streets ordinance and have been a strong
supporter of protected bike lanes - even when it is not politically expedient.

LOCAL ECONOMY

Climate change, the global pandemic, and Hurricane Ida have all made abundantly clear that

having more local food production and therefore more control over our local food system is vital

to our resiliency as a City. Urban agriculturalists face many challenges-- inadequate access to
stable land, lack of incentive programs, and too little meaningful support have hindered local
growers from thriving. Do you plan to increase support for local food producers?

Yes

Yes

Self-sufficiency and decentralization emerge as guiding principles for a strong and
sustainable local economy. Yet no urban area can be completely self-sufficient. Urban
farming initiatives should be promoted intensively, but these will never be enough to
feed the urban population. We must aim instead for regional self-sufficiency. The City
of New Orleans must develop and maintain positive relations with the rural areas
outside the metropolitan area; this is where the bulk of our essential food should come
from, and not from farms on the other side of the country or other continents.

Yes

Yes. During this term, I worked with the administration and stakeholders to
update our zoning ordinance, removing unnecessary restrictions on
agricultural use of land. I also added requirements for formula retail stores
to have more fresh food, both to increase families’ access to healthy food
and to increase opportunities for our local growers. I would love to keep
working with local food producers to remove regulatory burdens and offer
City support, especially in a way that connects our youth to the importance
of locally grown and sourced food.

Data shows that by choosing to purchase from independent, locally-owned

businesses, we can inject millions of revenue and sales tax dollars into our local
economy each year. Do you have a plan to increase the amount of local businesses,

including micro businesses, receiving city contracts ?

Yes

Yes

We need to foster worker-run cooperatives that will serve the common good
rather than narrow private interests. In this regard, New Orleans should
study and learn from Cooperation Jackson, the emerging network of worker
cooperatives based in Jackson, Mississippi. City contracts should give
preference to such cooperatives.

Yes

Local businesses, especially DBEs, are always my first priority in reviewing
RFPs and city contracts. My plan focuses on the businesses that serve as the
backbone of our tourism and hospitality industry, to ensure these
businesses and their employees share in the benefits they bring to our city.

As many as 50% of the 10,528 registered small businesses in New
Orleans are Black-owned, but they account for only 2% of sales. Do you
have a plan to increase growth for local Black-owned businesses?

Yes

Yes

New Orleans' famous mutual aid and pleasure clubs are examples of the
cooperative model that has long been celebrated in the Black community.
Such cooperative enterprises are organized around principles of voluntary
ownership and participatory democracy. However, cooperative principles
must include racial equity and justice or they merely reproduce existing
disparities.

Yes

We need to streamline processes at safety and permits so people can do business in New
Orleans. Also, we need to ensure that the DBE process is held accountable at all levels of
contracting and focus on getting more DBE primes for city contracts. This is because DBE
primes predominantly hire DBE subcontractors. I'm a huge proponent of sustainable tourism,
which if implemented correctly creates more Black-owned businesses because it pushes folks
into neighborhoods throughout the city. I also sit on the NOTCF, which was created with my
office to give grants to our culture-bearers to invest in the people of our city that make us who
we are and ensure they are part of the economic process. We also need to invest in Black home-
ownership because we know that is a major way people generate wealth.

Do you support city development of incentives to help entrepreneurs
establish businesses and to support existing businesses in underserved
neighborhoods?

Yes

Yes

As a Green, I support Community-Based Economics, an economic system
that supports local economies. I believe we should encourage the formation
of local enterprises that are organized as worker-led, worker-owned
cooperatives.

Yes

Yes, absolutely. The sustainable tourism plan I referenced earlier includes a
program for legacy businesses, so that certain businesses in our treasured
neighborhoods get the tools they need to thrive.
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